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STEPHEN A.
DOUGLAS
lature in 1836, and in 1841 he was appointed
secretary of state for Illinois, but resigned
to become judge of the supreme court. Two
years later he entered the national House
of Representatives, and
in 1847 he was chosen
United States Senator,
which position he filled
until his death. He be-
came a leader of the
Democratic party, fav-
oring the annexation of
Texas, the Mexican War
and most of the meas-
ures looking toward the
extension of slavery. He
opposed the Wilmot
Proviso, but upheld the
compromise of 1850.
As an advocate of slavery he was careful
not to alienate the people of either the North
or the South, since it was his ambition to be-
come President of the United States. He
therefore introduced into Congress the doc-
trine known as "popular," or "squatter,"
sovereignty (see squatter sovereignty)
which held that to the citizens of each ter-
ritory belonged the right to determine,
through their representatives, whether slav-
e~y should be admitted to that territory, but
that meanwhile slavery should be allowed.
Douglas was therefore the most conspicuous
supporter of the Kansas-Nebraska Bill
(which see). No single event of the period
before the Civil War had greater influence
in arousing anti-slavery agitation than this
law.
In 1858 Douglas was opposed in his cam-
paign for reelection by Abraham Lincoln,
•who had risen to prominence in Illinois.
During this campaign occurred the famous
debates between Lincoln and Douglas, in
•which the whole problem of slavery and its
extension was discussed with remarkable
ability by both candidates. Though Douglas
was successful, his position on the slavery
question cost him the support of the South-
ern wing of his party in his campaign for
the Presidency in 1860. Though nominated
by the Northern Democrats, he received only
twelve electoral votes, those of Missouri and
part of New Jersey. However, he received
a popular vote second only to that of Ldn-
eol^u When the Civil War broke out, and the
issue was between union and secession, he
a strong supporter of President LfocolA,
 but died a few months after the beginning of
the struggle.
DOUM PALM, doom'palim, a palm tree,
remarkable for having repeatedly-branching
DOUM  PALM
stems. Each branch terminates in a tuft of
large, fan-shaped leaves. The fruit is about
the size of an apple. It has a fibrous, mealy
rind, which tastes like gingerbread and is
eaten by the poorer inhabitants of Upper
Egypt, where the doum palm grows.
DOURO, do'ero, a river of Spain and
Portugal, navigable only in the Portuguese
part of its course. It rises in the province
of Soria, Spain, over a mile above the sea,
and after many turns flows southwesterly
for sixty miles between Spain.and Portugal,
and then westward across the latter country,
emptying into the Atlantic Ocean three miles
west of Oporto. Its entire course is 485
miles. The Douro Is used to transport wines
from interior Portugal to Oporto.
DOVE, duv, a name which scientifically
has no distinction from pigeon, but which is
commonly applied to a few species of pigeons,
notably the mourning, ring, scaled and
ground doves, Of these the best known is
the mourning dove, a member of the family
of turtle doves (see turtle dove), In
poetry and in legend the dove has always
been the symbol of innocence, gentleness and
love, and in the Christian religion it has oc-
cupied a prominent position. It "was a dove

